
Letter to the editor 
Forrn aJ representations for E\ lS 
~b control language - ~ ~ 

Sir. wJt h reference 10 ·Tov-z;d> ;; 
fo;:;Ja ! rc;::- r e~en:auon of E\l S. h 
Ric:-.z rd ~-l iller and Jacques \ 'al:ee. 
t'lc autho rs· attemrts to build up an 
E\1S t> ack_f:ro und. ming B:<F algebra 
3nd coding shee ts. seem prom151ng 
There is. hc, v- ncr. a point !hat l v. ou ld 
l i ~:e to make. 

To qu o te frL~m b: ov. n contrib ution 
to TclfComm ur.icanons Po!IC\·.' 
entitled 'The r ower of local 
idcmnation· : 

1n the longer term . free-te\t 
conferencing v. ill prob3bly be 
in1crpreted 1n :.~ p:H-;1: aut omated v.3y . 

Certain conference sen tences. mo re or 
less free )\ i:t: ermi_\ed "ith other 
sem ences. ma' t>e ·u ndc rq ood · h ;he - -
compute r sy>tcm. leading to spec ific 
form3l actions. A mixture of s,·n::Jctic 
a:1d ~em~r, ;ic gr<::mmar might be used . 
l:1tegr2 ted p2ns of ihe d ialogue!' could 
be trt3tcd a~ ·co mments·. while othe r 
pa;1s could be interpreted as 
ir.s: .-uc:i o r. s. l t m3y Jlso he thJ t the~e 
~" o forms m cert3i n c :.~<;es could be 
m!.\ed in 3d: n:,mi c v. ay : comments for 

octlc"~r.. 5o to ~r:?c~~ . ~nd in~::-~: ~ )()::~ 

th~: CC"'ulC be ~f:n cne C Such d:r-~J.mi.:."'

"-(lt-ld ther. ha1e to be con;ro ll ec fT N:t 
higher Sl '<. tem le"els 

Toda'. one h<:!' the impr es~1on from 
d iscu5<.inm or. so:'n; ::re dn c :o ~mtnt 
th2t such d1·n21mi0.0. ber.,ecr. t\t: cu 
tc ble an d non -nccutable statement <. In 
at e\t. " iii pia' a role in future S\Stcm!' 
TI1e enteric for selecting the rek,::nt 
moccs for d:iier ~nt tC\ t pc.rt s might be 
dircctl\ application -dcrendent . Seen 
fr o m 2pplicat ion one. the en:ering tnt 
A is 2 comment." hil e the follov. -ur B 
cont::.ins execut ab le in st ruct io ns 
A ppl;cation rv. o. ho .... evcr. regc.rds the 
s:.:nre Si::!rt ing tnt A as a form:.: ! 
procecu ~e l~2t is goi ng 10 be executed 
c. ~er ccrt:: in actc;;; l data 2re pr011ded. 
B. then . could !"·e ignored i_r; this 
context. 

]f there iS nO 0 prion C i fftTC~Ce in 3 

text ber" ecn non -nccu;:ot>le ><rings 
(co ;-;-::n e r:t< I 2nd necut 2::- le inqruc
ti o r.s (o r vo;r~:n ;:croceCures I . thc:J 
the form:Jl te\t ~ Jci-; pocnd <."i(' u:d he 
of 2 gener~Jl\·pc 
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hw :n::n intt rb ce shou id he strun)21; 
~orne i:1 r.;ind . 2!' ah,ays . 

Funh~rmore . comput er nerv. o rks. 
in clud ing rer!'o nal co:nput ers. rai<.e 
:1 ew der.,~nd<. on CCL. 

Ccner::.!h. it i<. likeh thct there are 
1n i cre ~1 ir. ~ re~ cr.J~ lc:~c::s bcf\:.. ce n 
fl'\:-nl21 b :'g u;; ~es on c if:erent ]e,eb of 
2~q~2cuo;, _; !l:..iloties h3\·e aJ v. · a~ · s 

been fru itful in nat ur a! science. 
c.u;ge!'t t:::::: 3 careful look i!' t:::ke n at 
c:\i<tiilg :.: r.d r !::.nned job con rrol 
1 :::-:~u~ ~e ~ ~n !he v. cd . o~ dc:i nin~ 

f,. ;-r.~::! rc ;' : e,~:-: : :.ni n n<. fr>r E \\S . 
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Th::-re IS 2h::ad' ou!le tho rough 
nrc::r:ence "' ailable concerning job 
~·:->:" :r o! i2!lf:U2~:?5 (JCL) In comruter
or·e ~ ct:ng S\ 'qems Tnese ha ,·e lately 
beer. de' elo red to con :ain fc: irly 
COI.l ;:' ie tt gr;:,mmu> Here is a tool for 
h;,nd!in g text and text prcced ures that 
ought 10 be looked at whi le ne w text 
functi O!l!' and co ntrol strategies are 
cre;;ted fo · fo::na l rer~e<.entction of 
E\\S 

l nte~T,::t io r. ::lh. coordina tion acti
,·itie s concerning common command 
lan 5uages (CCL 1 are centred around 
1hc v.o rk m IFJP WG 2.27. Re cently. 
.'< orth Holl and has publ ished 
rroce ed ings fr om this group's meet ing 
held in \\'e st Germ:my. Septem ber 
1979. 

In the L:SA. both A '< Sl and 
CODASYL ha'e acti\c CCL 
co r.n;it :c~s . It ~rre3rs that the lcrterof 
the~~ t\\ o J!<.o hac. arri,·ed at detail ed 
pr o po<.als. 

It is n3turJ ! that the CCL acti1iti es 
n~ed time for fu rther de,elopmen t. 
The need . fo r increased comm:.:nd 
l~::~u:,ge inrc l~i~ cnce comes to mind . 
Co:nrute: ~~stem actions should be 
21t>lc to be tak.:n "ithout the nee d fo r 
)2re2l Cet:::J in COf1 lrOi CO!!lm3nds. The 

315 


